AHOTALIIA

Casyyk B. P. llonituka €sponeiicbkoro Coro3y 100 yMHPOTBOPEHHS
Pociiicekoi @epepariii 'y KOHTEKCTI pOCIHChKOi arpecii mpoTu YKpaiHu. —
Kgpamidikamiitna HaykoBa mparisl Ha IpaBax PyKOIUCY.

Jucepraliiss Ha 3100yTTs CTymeHs Joktopa ¢utocodii B ramy3i 3HaHb 05
CorrianbHi Ta TOBEIIHKOBI HayKu 3a cremianbHicTio 052 IMomitonoris. — Kapnarcbkuii
HalllOHAIBHUI yHIBepcuTeT iMeHi Bacuns Credanuka MiHicTepcTBa OCBITH 1 HayKu
VYkpainu. — [Bano-®paHkiBCbK, 2026.

JlucepTaliiifHe JTOCHIIKEHHST TPUCBSIYEHE KOMIUIEKCHOMY aHaji3y MOJITHKU
E€pporeiickkoro Coro3y 11010 yMupoTBopeHHs Pociiicekoi denepairii, BUSBICHHIO i
CTPYKTYpPHHUX XapaKTEPUCTUK, JIETEPMIHAHT 1 HACIIJIKIB y KOHTEKCTI POCIACHKO1
30poiiHOi1 arpecii mpoTH YKpaiHu, a TaKOXX OIIHII BIUIMBY 3a3HAYEHOI IOJITHKH Ha
dbopMyBaHHS CydacHHX 1 nepcnekTuBHUX miaxoaiB €C y cdepi 6e3neku Ta 30BHIITHBOT
MOJTITUKH.

AKTyanbHICTh JOCHIKEHHS BU3HAYAETHCA TIMOMHHUMH TpaHchopmalisaMu
€BPOIEUCHKOr0  OE3MEKOBOI0  CEPEAOBMINA, CIHPUYMHEHUMHU  PEBI310HICTCHKOIO
nomitukoro P Ta 1i 30poiiHOIO arpeciero mpotu YKpaiHu, 1o HaOyma ocoOIMBOI
iHTeHcuBHOCTI micist 2014 poky ¥ jgocsria TiKy M Yac TOBHOMACIITaAOHOTO
BroprueHHd. llonpu mocrynoBuii mepexig €C [0 MOJMITUKH CYTTEBOrO CAHKIIITHOTO
TUCKY, OOOpPOHHOI Ta (PIHAHCOBOI MIATPUMKH YKpaiHU, YIPOJOBXK TPUBAJIOTO HaCy
JIOMIHYBaJId TIJXOAM, 3aCHOBAaHI Ha JIOTIIl CTPUMAHOrO pearyBaHHs, IIaJIOTy Ta
€KOHOMIYHOI B3a€MO3aJeKHOCTI 3 Poci€lo, Ikl y HayKOBOMY JHMCKYpPCl MOXYTb OyTH
OKpECJICHI SIK €JIEMEHTHU TOJITUKA YMHUPOTBOPCHHS. KpUTHYHE OCMHCICHHS i€l
NOJIITUKU € HEOOXITHUM ISl BUSIBJICHHS CHUCTEMHHUX IMPOPAXYHKIB y CTpPaTEriuyHOMY
mwianyBadHi €C, OIIHKM IXHBOTO BIUIMBY Ha JMHAMIKY POCIACBKOi arpecii Ta
dbopmyBaHHS OUTBIN CTIHKHUX MIIXOIB IO pearyBaHHs Ha 0€3MEKOBI 3arpo3Hu.

HaykoBa HOBW3HA AOCIIJPKEHHS TMOJSATAE y KOHIENTYyaJIbHO ILIICHOMY aHaji3i
nomituku €C om0 yMHUpPOTBOpeHHs P® sk OMHOrO 3 YMHHHKIB, IO BIUTMHYB Ha

TpaHcopMarlito POCIChKO-YKpaiHCHKOTO KOHMJIKTY Bif TriOpugHoi ¢a3u 10



noBHOMAacIITaOHOI BiMHM. Y pPOOOTI 3AIMCHEHO I1HTErpalil0 TEOPETUYHHX MOJeNen
YMHPOTBOPEHHS 3 EMIIIPUYHUM aHAII30M pillleHb, IHCTUTYLIMHUX TMPaKTUK 1
€KOHOMIUYHMX B3aemM03B’s3kiB €C 1 PD, mo mo03Bojsie mojponatd (pparMeHTapHICTh
MOTEPEIHIX JOCHKEHb Ta 3alpolOHYBAaTH OuIbIl TIHOOKE MOSICHEHHA MPUYUH
oOMexeHO1 €()eKTUBHOCTI €BPOIEUCHKOI MOTITUKH CTPUMYBaHHS.

[IpakThuHe 3HAa4YEHHS OTPUMAHMX PE3YJIbTATIB TMOJSATAaE Yy MOMKIUBOCTI iX
BUKOPHCTAHHS OpraHamMH JepP>KaBHOI BIIaJH, €KCIIEPTHO-aHATITHYHUMH CTPYKTypaMu Ta
MDKHApOJIHUMHM OpraHi3allissMu IIPpU PO3pOOJIEHHI CTpATErii pearyBaHHS Ha arpeCHUBHY
NOBEAIHKY PEBI31OHICTCHKUX nepxkaB. CPopMynboOBaHl y IOCHII)KEHHI BUCHOBKU Ta
peKOMeHalli CpsIMOBaHI Ha BAOCKOHAJIEHHS 30BHIIIHBOI Ta O0e3nekoBoi momtuku €C,
NOCUJICHHSI MEXaHi3MIB KOJICKTUBHOI'O CTPUMYBaHHS Ta 3MEHIIECHHS PpPU3HKIB
MOBTOPEHHSI CTPATETIYHUX TOMUJIOK, TOB’S3aHUX 13 HAAMIPHOIO TMOJITHYHOKO U
€KOHOMIYHOIO TOJIEPAHTHICTIO J10 MOPYIIHUKIB MIXKHAPOJIHOTO PAaBONOPSIKY.

VY mepiomy po3uti 3A1MCHEHO KOHIIETITyali3allil0 MOJITHKA YMUPOTBOPEHHS SIK
CKJIQAHOTO, 0araToBUMIpHOrO ()EHOMEHY Cy4YacHUX MDKHApPOJHHUX BIJHOCHH, WIO
IHTErpy€e TONITHYHI, O€3MeKOBi, MpPaBOBlI Ta I[IHHICHI KOMIOHEHTHU. PoO3KpHUTO
TEOPETUYHY HEOJHOPIIHICTh IIHOTO MOHATTS B PI3HUX HAYKOBUX MapajurmMax, y Mexax
KX YMHUPOTBOPEHHS IHTEPHPETYETHCS OJHOYACHO SIK IHCTPYMEHT AMILIOMAaTHUYHOTO
KOMIIPOMICY, MeEXaHI3M Jeeckanaiii KOH(IIKTIB 1 SK TOTEHIIHHO pPU3MKOBaHA
CTparteris, 374aTHAa, 3a BIJICYTHOCTI HAJEKHUX MEXaHI3MIB CTPUMYBAHHS, CIPHUSITH
JIETITUMAITIT arpeCUBHOI MTOBEIHKH.

OOrpyHTOBaHO JOUUIBHICTh PO3MEKYBAHHS YMUPOTBOPEHHS SIK JIOBFOCTPOKOBOT
CUCTEMHOI 30BHIIIHBOMOITUYHOI CTpaTerii Ta sIKk CUTYaTUBHOI NMPAKTUKU pearyBaHHs,
[0 CTBOPIOE AHANITHYHI MOXJIMBOCTI JII1 BHUBUCHHS HOTO IOE€THAHHS 3 1HIIUMU
IHCTPYMEHTaMH 30BHIIIHBOI Ta OE3MEeKOBOi MOJITUKH, 30KpeMa CTPUMYBAHHSM 1
3aCTOCYBaHHSAM M SKOI CWJIM. [CTOpUYHUI aHANI3 MONITHKA YMUPOTBOPEHHS 3aCBIAUYE
aMOIBJICHTHICTB i1 HACTIAKIB 1 TICHUM 3B’S30K 3 €BOIIOLIEI0 MIXKHAPOIHOI CHCTEMH, 1110
Ma€ KIIOYOBE 3HAYEHHS IJIsi OCMHUCIEHHs cydyacHoi mnoiiTuku €C y KOHTEKCTI

pOCiiichKO1 arpecii mpoTu YKpaiHu.



Y po6oTi mpoaHanizoBaHO OCHOBHI TEOPETHUYHI MIAXOAU MPOBIAHUX HAYKOBHUX
KT~ Teopii  MDKHAPOJHUX  BIJHOCMH —  pealicTH4HOl, JjidepaibHOI  Ta
KOHCTpYKTHBICTCbKOi. Ko’kHa 3 Teopiii MpoOMoHye BIACHY KOHIIENTYaJbHY
IHTEPIIPETalLliI0 CYTHOCTI, MEXaH13MIB 1 HACTIKIB MOJITUKA YMHUPOTBOPEHHSI.

JlxepenpbHa 0aza JIuCEpPTALIMHOTO JOCHIKEHHS OXOIUIIOE IIMPOKHI MacuB
odiIMHUX MIKHAPOJHMX 1 HAIIIOHAIBHUX JIOKYMEHTIB, MIKHApOJHO-TIPABOBUX AaKTIB,
aHAITUYHUX  MaTepiaiiB, HAyKOBUX MyOJiKamid, MyOJIIUCTHYHUX  JDKEpe,
CTaTUCTUYHMUX JaHUX 1 HUPPOBUX pecypciB. 3alydeHHs AOKYMEHTIB 1HCTUTyLi €C,
OOH, OBCE, Pagu €Bpomnu, a TakoX MaTepialliB OpraHiB JE€pKaBHOI BJIaau Y KpaiHU
3a0e3reuye PEKOHCTPYKIII0 HOPMAaTHUBHO-TIPABOBOTO Ta MOJITUYHOTO KOHTEKCTY
dbopMyBaHHsS €BpOICHChKOi TomiTHKH 1oga0 P®. BukopucranHs mnpaib MPOBIIHUX
BITUM3HSHUX 1 3apyODKHHUX  HAyKOBLIB, MaTepialiiB  aHAJITUYHUX IEHTPIB,
KYPHAJICTCHKUX PO3CIiAyBaHb, €KOHOMIYHUX Ta €HEPreTUYHUX IHJIUKATOPIB, a TaKOXK
JTAHUX COLIOJIOTIYHUX JOCTIKEHb CIPUSIE MDKIUCIUILTIHAPHOMY XapakTepy poooTu Ta
M1JBUILYE PIBEHD 11 eMIIPUYHOT OOIPYHTOBAHOCTI.

Hpyruil po3nin  AUCEePTallIMHOTO JOCHIIKEHHS MPUCBAYEHO KOMIUIEKCHOMY
aHaii3y MepeAyMOB, €BOJIIOLII Ta MNPAaKTUYHOI peanizamii nomitukn €C  1ono
ymupotBopeHHs: PD Ha pi3HMX eramax pociiicbkoi 30poiHOI arpecii, 3 0COOJIMBUM
aKIIEHTOM Ha YKpailHChKHM BUMIp. JOCHIIKEHHS TPYHTYETHCS Ha TMOJOXKEHHI PO
CUCTEMHHUHM 1 CTpaTeriuHO BHUBAXKEHMM XapakTep iMIepchbkux amOiuiid Pocii micis
posnagy CPCP, saxi Ha mo4yaTKOBUX eTamax Oyjau 3aMacKoBaHI PUTOPHUKOIO
JNEMOKpaTUYHHUX TpaHcpopMalliid Ta ekoHOMIYHoro naptHepcTBa 3 €C. OOrpyHTOBAHO,
10 JIOMIHYBaHHS 3a3HAYEHUX YSBJIEHb Y €BPOINEUCHKIN MOMITHUI CIPHUSIIO HETOOIIHII
BHYTPIIIHBOI  €BOJIONII MOJITHYHOTO pexumMy PO 'y Hampsmi KoHCOmiAarii
aBTOpUTApU3MYy Ta (OPMYBaHHS PEBIZIOHICTCHKOI 30BHIIIHBOMOJITUYHOI JOKTPHHHU.
36poitai korduikty y Yeuni, arpecis npotu ['py3ii, a Takoxx momaneii aii Pocii momo
VYkpainu po3risgaloThesl K MOCTIOBHI IHCTPYMEHTH peai3allii iMIepchKoi Moeml
BILJIMBY, SIKI HE OTPUMAJIM CBOEYACHOI Ta aJieKBaTHOI peakiii 3 6oky €C.

Y poOoTi mpoaHami30BaHO BHYTPIIIHBOMOJITHUHY Ta OE3MEKOBY CHUTYalil0 B

VYkpaini, mo 3yMoBWJIa 00’€KTUBHY NOTpeOy B MIXHAPOAHIN MIATPHUMII, a TaKOX



OOIpYHTOBAaHO MIJACTaBU ISl XapakTtepuctuku mnonituku €C micns aHekcli Pociero
AP Kpum 1 moyatky BoeHHUX Aiil y JloHenpkii Ta JIyrancekiil 06JacTsaX SK Takoi, M0
MICTHJIA €JIEMEHTH YMHUPOTBOPEHHS JepkaBH-arpecopa. [IpocTekeHO OCHOBHI eTanu
pearyBaHHSI €BpPOMEMCHKUX KpaiH Ha POCIACHKY arpecito mpoTu Ykpainu y 2014-
2022 pokax, SKi BiJI3HAYAJIUCSA BHYTPIIIHBOIO CYIEPEUIUBICTIO Ta OOMEKEHOIO
ebektuBHIcTIO. [lepmmii eram  XapakTepus3yBaBCS MOEIHAHHSAM  IOJITHYHOIO
3acyIKeHHS, 0OMEXEHUX CAHKIIIMHUX 3aXO0/iB 1 JTUIIOMATHUYHUX CIPOO BPETYIIOBaHHS
KOH(IIKTY B MEXaX MIHCBKOTO Ta HOpMaHJICbKoro (popMariB. Jpyruii erarn mo3HauyuBcs
IHCTUTYILIIOHAJI3AIIEI0 CAHKI[IHHOTO peXuMy O0e3 HOro CyTTEBOrO IOCHICHHS Ta
XapakTepUu3yBaBCs MOJITHKOIO J1aory 3 Pociero, o pakTU4HO CHPHUSIIO 30€peKEHHIO
cTaTyc-kBo. TpeTiii eram MpPOJEMOHCTPYBaB CTPATETIYHY XHUOHICTh TOMEPETHIX
M1XO0/1B, OCKUIBKY MEPEBAXKHO JIEKJIapaTUBHI CUTHANIU 3 00Ky €C He 3MOTiM CTpUMaTH
niaroroBky P® no moBHoMacitabHoi 30poitHo1 arpecii.

OxpeMy yBary B pO3IiUIi MPUAUICHO aHami3y ¢GopM 1 MEXaHi3MiB HIATPUMKH
Vkpainu nepxkaBamu-wieHamu €C y KoopAuHalili 3 MDKHAapOJHUMH MapTHEPaMHU.
[Tokazano, mo 1o mororo 2022 poky monomora €C 30cepemKyBayiacs MepeBaxxHO Ha
(1HaHCOBO-€KOHOMIYHMX, TYMaHITAPHUX Ta IUIJIOMAaTHYHHMX 1HCTPYMEHTAX, TOJl SIK
BIMChKOBA CKJIaJIoBa 3ajMIaiacs OOMEXKEHOI 3a MacliTabaMu Ta XapaKTEPOM.
Bognouac micisi moudaTtky MOBHOMAcIITaOHOro BToprHeHHs P® mnposiBunacs
Oe3MpeleIcHTHA TIOJITUYHA KOHCOMIJAIlsl dYepe3 3alpoBaJKEHHS MAacIITaOHUX
CaHKIIIMHMUX MAKETIB Ta Mepexij A0 aKTUBHOI CTpATerii MATPUMKH YKpaiHu, BKIIOYHO 3
1HCTUTYI10HAJII30BAHUMH MeXaH13MaMH B1iICbKOBOT JOTIOMOTH.

VY TpeThomMy po3/iii 3M1HCHEHO aHalli3 €BOJIFOIIT 30BHINTHBOMOITUYHUX MO3UITIN
€C B yMOBax poCiiChKO-yKpaiHChKOI BIHHHM KPi3b MPU3MY BHYTPIIIHBOIHCTUTYIIIHUX 1
MDKIEp)KaBHUX PO3ODKHOCTEH, BIUIMBY TPAHCATIAHTUYHMX T[APTHEPIB, a TaKOXK
TEHJICHI[I TTOCTYIMOBOTO BIATBOPECHHS €JIEMEHTIB MOJITUKA YMUPOTBOPEHHS JIEPKABU-
arpecopa 3 kiuig 2022 poxy.

OOrpyHTOBaHO, WO TONPH 3aJCKJIApPOBaHy COJIAAPHICT, 3  YKpaiHoIo,
dopmyBanHs cnuipHOI mosiTukun €C BinOyBallocsi B yMOBaxX CYTTE€BOI acHUMETpIi

MOJITUYHUX OIIIHOK, €KOHOMIYHMX IHTEPECIB Ta OE3MEKOBUX IPIOPUTETIB JepKaB-



ywieHiB. Kimro4oBuUM pKepenoM 3a3HadeHHX pPO30DLKHOCTEH cTana maudepeHIiiioBaHa
1HTepIpeTalis pociiicbkoi arpecii sik 3arpo3u. s kpain Llentpansno-Cxinnoi €Bponu
Ta banTificbKkoro perioHy BOHa Majla BUPA3HUM C€K3UCTEHILIMHUN BUMIp, TOAl SK JJIs
3HAYHOI YaCTUHU JepkaB 3axigHoi Ta [liBgennoi €Bpomnu posrisganacs mepeBaxHo sK
30BHIIIHBOIONITHYHA KpU3a 3 BHCOKMMHU COIIAIbHO-€KOHOMIYHUMHU BHUTpaTaMu
pearyBanHs. [lokazaHo, 110 Il CyHEpEeYHOCTI HE JUIIE 3HWKYBaIM €(EKTHUBHICTH
OIATPUMKHA YKpaiHu, aje ¥ BUSABWIM CTPYKTYpHI oOMexkeHHs1 CHiIbHOI 30BHIIIHBOI Ta
oesnekoBoi mojiTuku €C, akTyadizyBaBIIM MOTpeOy B MOTJIMOJICHHI CTpaTerivyHol
KOOpJIMHALII Ta 3MEHIIEHHI KPUTHYHHUX 30BHIIIHIX 3aJI€KHOCTEH.

JloBeneHO TakoX BU3HA4YalbHUM, Xo4ya ¥ HeaupektuBHUM, BruuB CIIIA Ta
Bennkoi bputanii Ha KOHCOJIAIi0 €BPOIEHCHKOI BIAMOBIAI Ha POCIMCHKY arpeciro.
CIHIA BuCTynWIM OCHOBHUM JDKEPEJIOM CTPATEriyHOTO JIiJEPCTBA, PECYpPCHOTO
3a0€e3MeUeHHs] Ta KOOPAMHAIIT CaHKI[IIHOI 1 BIMCHKOBOI MIATPUMKH YKpaiHU, TOAI 5K
Benuka bpuTaHis MOCHIIOBHO BHUKOHYBaJla pOJib TMOJITUYHOTO — Karajizaropa
dopMyBaHHS KOpCTKimOi JiHII 1mogo P®, anenmooun A0 MOPIOPUTETY HOPM
MDKHAPOJIHOTO TIpaBa Ta MPUHIIMITY BiMOBIJATIBLHOCTI arpecopa.

Okpemy yBary 30CEpEIP)KCHO Ha aHali31 YWHHHUKIB BIJTHOBJICHHS TPaKTHUK
yMUPOTBOpeHHS 3 KiHI 2022 poKy, 30KpeMa 3pOCTaHHs CTpaxy eckajalii KOH(IIKTY,
iHTeHcudikari smepHoro maHTaxy 3 0oky P®d, cTtpykrypHOi 0e3mexoBOi 3a1€KHOCTI
€C Big CHIA, a TakoX HEMNOCIIIOBHOCTI CAHKIIWHOI TMOJITUKH, OCOOJIUBO Y
BIJIHOCHHAX 13 TPETIMH JepxkaBaMu, Hacamriepe] Kutaem Ta [Hiero.

OOGrpyHTOBaHO, IO 3a3HayeHa JIUHaMika (opMye HeOe3NmeyHUuM MiKHAPOJIHO-
NpaBOBUM MPELENEHT, MIAPUBA€ MPUHIMI HEBIABOPOTHOCTI BIJMOBIJAIBHOCTI 3a
arpecilo Ta CIpHUsi€ YTBEPKCHHIO HEOPEaTICTUYHOI JIOTIKM MIKHApOIHUX BITHOCHH,
[0 B JOBIFOCTPOKOBIM TMEPCIEKTHUBI TIJIBUINYE PHU3UKA CHUCTEMHOI TJ100abHOI
necradii3ari.

Kuaruosi cioBa: Ykpaina, Pociticeka ®enepanis, €sponeiicbkuii Coro3, HATO,
30BHIIIHA MOJITHUKA, arpecis, pociiicbKO-yKpaiHChKa BiiiHA, MOJITHKAa YMUPOTBOPEHHS,
MDKHApOJIHI BITHOCHMHHM, MIDKHApPOJHA CIIBIpalsd, Oe3neka, CTpaTeridyHi MapTHEpH,

JIUINIOMATISA, CAHKIII, TSOMOIITHKA.



SUMMARY

Savchuk V. The European Union appeasement policy towards the Russian
Federation in the context of Russian aggression against Ukraine. — Qualification
scientific work on the rights of the manuscript.

Dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the field of knowledge 05
Social and Behavioral Sciences in the specialty 052 Political Science. — Vasyl Stefanyk
Carpathian National University of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine. —
Ivano-Frankivsk, 2026.

The dissertation research is devoted to a comprehensive analysis of the European
Union appeasement policy towards the Russian Federation, identifying its structural
characteristics, determinants and consequences in the context of Russian armed
aggression against Ukraine, as well as assessing the impact of this policy on the
formation of current and future EU approaches in the security and foreign policy field.

The relevance of the research is determined by the profound transformations in
the European security environment caused by the revisionist policy of the Russian
Federation and its armed aggression against Ukraine, which intensified after 2014 and
peaked during the full-scale invasion. Despite the EU’s gradual transition to a policy of
substantial sanctions pressure, defence and financial support for Ukraine, approaches
based on the logic of restrained response, dialogue and economic interdependence with
Russia have long dominated, which in scientific discourse can be defined as
appeasement policy elements. A critical assessment of this policy is necessary to
identify systemic miscalculations in EU strategic planning, assess their impact on the
dynamics of Russian aggression, and develop more sustainable approaches to
responding to security threats.

The scientific novelty of the study consists in a conceptually coherent analysis of
the EU appeasement policy towards the Russian Federation as one of the factors that
influenced the transformation of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict from a hybrid phase to
a full-scale war. The work integrates appeasement theoretical models with empirical

analysis of decisions, institutional practices and economic interrelations between the EU
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and the Russian Federation, which allows overcoming the fragmentation of previous
studies and offering a more in-depth explanation of the reasons for the limited
effectiveness of European deterrence policy.

The practical significance of the results consists in their potential use by
government authorities, expert and analytical structures and international organisations
in developing strategies to respond to the aggressive behaviour of revisionist states. The
conclusions and recommendations formulated in the study are aimed at improving the
EU’s foreign and security policy, strengthening collective deterrence mechanisms and
reducing the risks of repeating strategic mistakes associated with excessive political and
economic tolerance towards violators of international law.

The first chapter conceptualises appeasement policy as a complex,
multidimensional phenomenon of contemporary international relations that integrates
political, security, legal and value components. The theoretical heterogeneity of this
concept in different scientific paradigms is revealed, within which appeasement is
interpreted simultaneously as an instrument of diplomatic compromise, a mechanism for
de-escalating conflicts and as a potentially high-risk strategy that, in the absence of
adequate deterrence mechanisms, can contribute to the legitimisation of aggressive
behaviour.

The expediency of distinguishing appeasement as a long-term systemic foreign
policy strategy and as a situational response practice is substantiated, which creates
analytical opportunities for studying its combination with other instruments of foreign
and security policy, in particular deterrence and the use of soft power. A historical
analysis of appeasement policy demonstrates the ambivalence of its consequences and
its close connection with the evolution of the international system, which is key to
understanding current EU policy in the context of Russian aggression against Ukraine.

The work analyses the main theoretical approaches of the leading schools of
international relations theory — realist, liberal and constructivist. Each of the theories
offers its own conceptual interpretation of the essence, mechanisms and consequences

of appeasement policy.
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The source base of the dissertation research covers a wide range of official
international and national documents, international legal acts, analytical materials,
scientific publications, journalistic sources, statistical data and digital resources. The use
of documents from the EU, UN, OSCE, Council of Europe, as well as materials from
Ukrainian government bodies, provides a reconstruction of the regulatory, legal and
political context of the formation of European policy towards the Russian Federation.
The use of works by leading domestic and foreign scholars, materials from analytical
centres, journalistic investigations, economic and energy indicators, as well as data from
sociological studies contributes to the interdisciplinary nature of the work and increases
its empirical validity.

The second chapter of the dissertation is devoted to a comprehensive analysis of
the preconditions, evolution, and practical implementation of the EU appeasement
policy towards the Russian Federation at various stages of Russian armed aggression,
with a particular focus on the Ukrainian dimension. The study is based on the premise
that Russia’s imperial ambitions after the collapse of the USSR were systematic and
strategically calculated, initially masked by rhetoric about democratic transformation
and economic partnership with the EU. It is argued that the dominance of these ideas in
European politics contributed to an underestimation of the internal evolution of the
Russian political regime towards the consolidation of authoritarianism and the
formation of a revisionist foreign policy doctrine. The armed conflicts in Chechnya, the
aggression against Georgia, and Russia’s subsequent actions regarding Ukraine are
considered as consistent tools for implementing an imperial model of influence, which
did not receive a timely and adequate response from the EU.

The paper analyses the domestic political and security situation in Ukraine, which
has led to an objective need for international support, and provides reasons for
characterising the EU’s policy after Russia’s annexation of Crimea and the start of
military operations in Donetsk and Luhansk regions, as one that contained elements of
appeasement of the aggressor state. The main stages of European countries’ response to
Russian aggression against Ukraine in 2014-2022 are traced, which were marked by

internal contradictions and limited effectiveness. The first stage was characterised by a



10

combination of political condemnation, limited sanctions and diplomatic attempts to
resolve the conflict within the Minsk and Normandy formats. The second stage was
marked by the institutionalisation of the sanctions regime without its significant
strengthening and was characterised by a policy of dialogue with Russia, which in fact
contributed to the preservation of the status quo. The third stage demonstrated the
strategic failure of previous approaches, as the predominantly declarative signals from
the EU failed to deter the Russian Federation from preparing for full-scale armed
aggression.

The chapter pays particular attention to analysing the forms and mechanisms of
support for Ukraine by EU member states in coordination with international partners. It
shows that until February 2022, EU assistance focused mainly on financial, economic,
humanitarian and diplomatic instruments, while the military component remained
limited in scope and character. At the same time, after the start of the full-scale invasion
by the Russian Federation, unprecedented political consolidation emerged through the
introduction of large-scale sanctions packages and a shift to an active strategy of
support for Ukraine, including institutionalised mechanisms of military assistance.

The third chapter analyses the evolution of the EU’s foreign policy positions in
the context of the Russian-Ukrainian war through the prism of intra-institutional and
inter-state differences, the influence of transatlantic partners and trends towards the
gradual restoration of elements of appeasement policy towards the aggressor state since
the end of 2022.

It is argued that despite the declared solidarity with Ukraine, the formation of a
common EU policy took place in conditions of significant asymmetry in the political
assessments, economic interests and security priorities of the member states. The key
source of these differences was the differentiated interpretation of Russian aggression as
a threat. For the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the Baltic region, it had a
clear existential dimension, while for a significant part of Western and Southern
Europe, it was seen primarily as a foreign policy crisis with high socio-economic costs
of response. It has been shown that these contradictions not only reduced the

effectiveness of support for Ukraine, but also revealed the structural limitations of the
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EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy, highlighting the need to deepen strategic
coordination and reduce critical external dependencies.

The decisive, albeit non-directive, influence of the United States and the United
Kingdom on the consolidation of the European response to Russian aggression has also
been proven. The US was the main source of strategic leadership, resource provision
and coordination of sanctions and military support for Ukraine, while the UK
consistently acted as a political catalyst for a tougher line on Russia, appealing to the
priority of international law and the principle of aggressor responsibility.

Particular attention is focused on analysing the factors behind the resumption of
appeasement practices since the end of 2022, in particular the growing fear of conflict
escalation, the intensification of nuclear blackmail by the Russian Federation, the EU’s
structural security dependence on the United States and the inconsistency of sanctions
policy, especially in relations with third countries, primarily China and India.

It is argued that these dynamics create a dangerous international legal precedent,
undermine the principle of inevitability of responsibility for aggression and contribute
to the establishment of a neo-realist logic of international relations, which in the long
term increases the risks of systemic global destabilisation.

Keywords: Ukraine, Russian Federation, European Union, NATO, foreign
policy, aggression, Russian-Ukrainian war, appeasement policy, international relations,
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